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Boys and girls, congratulations on your admission to Aoyama High School, one of the most highly

selective Metropolitan high schools! I would like to say a few words at this starting point of your

high school lives.

Last February, the Winter Olympic Games were held in Pyoeng Chang. Japan won 13 medals in all.
There were a lot of wonderful performances, close games, and exciting races, and they moved us
profoundly. What most impressed me was the women’s 500-meter speed skating event. After her
victory, Nao Kodaira, responding to cheers from the stands, joined with Lee in raising the Japanese
and Korean flags together. “Sports can make the world one ... It’s simple,” Kodaira told reporters,
and she said she told Lee that “I still respect you—and a lot.” We feel proud of these athletes not



only because they won medals but also because they are honest and respect one another.

It is very important for you to live in friendly rivalry. I’m sure you will meet people who are better
than you in certain fields. They may motivate you to work harder and to learn more, so as to become
more like them. Your friends’ good points are, by extension, your own good points. Don’t envy
others for being better than you in any field. Praise them. Aoyama High School is a school in
which every student lives in friendly rivalry. That will help you mature and make you stronger and
wiser.

Also, it is important for you to maintain a willingness to accept the challenges of new things. Study
hard, make the best use of activities after school, discuss things with your friends, and accept as
many new challenges as you can. That will liberate you from ignorance and give you a good chance
to gain intellectual strength, judgment, and powers of expression.

You may at times feel in low spirits. There will surely be hardships and, perhaps, bitter experiences.
Such things are necessary for you to become mature. But if it is hard striving to solve your problems
all by yourselves, please talk to us. We will all do whatever we can to help out, and we will always
be at your side, close to you.

Now | have just one final thing to say. | intend to continue standing in front of the school gate each
morning, to say good morning to you. Please don’t think that’s awful.

I hope you will return my good morning greetings with big smiles on your faces.

Thank you very much.
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